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OAKHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT  C 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  ^OFFICER _ 0_P _ HEALTH 

for  the 

YEAR  ENDING  3ist.  DECEMBER,  194  A 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres)  •••  ...  •••  ...  •••  •••  2,250 

Registrar ‘ General’ s  estimate  of 

population..  ...  ...  . .  ...  •••  3^350 

Number  of  inhabitated  houses  . . .  ...  1  ,008- 

Rateable  value...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .«•  £21,531. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate . .  ...  £85 


VITilL  STATISTICS 


Birth  Rate. ..  •••  •*.  ...• 

Death  Rate...  ...  ...  ... 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  live  births . . 


Rate  for 

District' 

Rate  for 
England  &  IT^ales 

17.9 

17.6 

14.9 

11.6 

33.3 

1+6 
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PROVISIOlNj  OF  HK^TH  SERVIGE3  FOR  'IHE  .-.REA 


( 1  )  Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Author  it?/ 

Igg^oal^Officer  ofLHeaj^  -  J.  Young;  M.B. ,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H., 

Camb. 

Tho  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  for  the  Leicestershire 
&  Rutland  Combined  Districts  in  uhich  this  District  is 
included. 


S_an i t ary  Inspector  ^  Tabberer^  Sanitary  Inspector *s 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  institute. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  also  the  Surve^^or  of  the  Urban 
District. 

(ii)  Laboratory  Facilities 

The  follov/ing  examinations  in  your  area  Fere  carried  out 
during  the  year:- 


Blood  ••• 

Faeces .  ...  , , , 

Vaginal  SFabs,  ... 

C.S.F . 

Throat  Suabs.,  ... 

Nose  Swabs  . 

Ear  Swabs  . 

Sputum  ...  . . . 


• « • 


•  •  • 


•  •  • 


» • » 


•  • « 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 


•  • « 
•  •  • 
•  •  • 


17 

13 

5 

7 

106 

3 

MM 
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S.lL\IIT>-iRY  CIRCUMSTiuTCES  OF  THE  xiREA 

( 1  )  ^lATER 


Number 

of  samples 

taken  for  analysis:- 

Chemical 

Bacteriologi' 

from  wells 

9 

(t) 

from  pipe 

supply,., 

18 

Result 

of  samples 

taken:- 

(a) 

from  wells 

-  Unsatisfactory  ... 

•  • »  6  X 

^  ' . 

Satisfactory  ... 

.**  3 

(■b) 

from  pipe 

supply  -  unsatisfactory... 

*  •  •  6 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  12 


The  Laboratory  also  reported  favourably  on  water  from  a 
Spring  at  Brooke  which  it  was  thought  might  be  brought  into 
Public  Supply,  The  public  supply  has  been  restricted 
through-out  the  year.  A  full  24-hour  supply  was  restored  in 
January,  1945* 

No  cases  of  Company  water  being  substituted  for  well  \7ater 
occurred.  The  mains  supply  is  now  chlorinated  with  marked 
improvement  in  results  of  tests. 

The  water  is  supplied  by  the  Oaldiam  Vater  Company. 

It  will  be  seen  from  figures  given  that  the  guality  of  the 
water  as  delivered  to  the  consumer  has  not  always  been 
satisfactory  bacteriologically.  The  trouble  seems  to  arise 
mostly  from  mains.  There  are  too  many  ''dead  ends", 

(x  Only  1 ^ of  these  is  actually  used  for  domestic  purposes 
and  this  is  at  an  isolated  farm.  The  well  has  been 
cleaned  out).  . 


\ 


One  of  the  first  things  which  will  be  done  when  the' Council 
acquire  the  undertaking  will  be  to  link  up  many  of  the  ends  of  the 
mains*  The  supply  has  been  restricted  to  five  hours  per  day  for 
most  of  the  year.  The  shortage  means  that  mains  cannot  be  flushed 
as  they  should  be.  The  preliminary  agreement  for  purchase  by  the 
Council  has  now  been  signed. 

The  water  is  hard  and  the  shortage  has  made  the  normal  lime 
softening  process  impossible  for  most  of  1944.  There  is  no  tendency 
to  plumbo-solvency. 

About  97>  of  Jrhe  houses  and  of  the  population  are  supplied 
by  the  Company.  In  many  cases  the  water  i^  not  laid  into  the  houses 
and  in  spme  cases  1  tap  is  shared  by  2  or  more  houses, 

C'  er  28  houses  would  have  had  water  laid  into  the  houses  over 
sinks,  but  for  the  restrictions  on  the  use  of  lead  pipes.  Sinks 
have  been  provided  and  fixed  with  the  necessary  drainage  at  0 
houses . 

There  are  no  public  stand—ipes. 

(ii)  DUl^AGS  AND  SN^'^RAGE 


There  are  no  cesspools  constructed  or  abolished  during  the 

year. 


Total  number  of  cesspools  in  the  District  at  the  end 
of  1944  ...  . .  .  6 

.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOmODATION 

Total  number  in  the  District  at  the  end  of  1944:- 


fll  Privies  . .  ,,,  •* ..  ...  ... 

(2^  Pail  Closets  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  AO 

Number  of  Privies  and  Pail  Closets  converted  to  the  water 
carriage  system  during  the  year  ,,,  ,,,  ,,,  2 

Number  of  Pail  Closets  abolished  during  the  year.,  ...  2 

Nater  or  sewer  ar4  not  available  to  the  21  of  the  above  40 
Pail  Closets,  Others  will  disappear  as  a  result  of  Demolition 
Orders  or  conversion,  etc.  in  the  near  future.  Pail  Closet 
Conversions  to  water  carriage  for  the  last  five  years  have  been 
nil,  1 ,  nil,  nil  and  2, 


(ii)  PUBLIC  CLELINSING 


No  improvements  have  been  made  during  the  year.  The  difficulty 
of  obtaining  new  dustbins  has  not  been  c[uite  so  pronounced  and  many 
new  ones  have  been  provided.  Oakham  still  holds  a  leading  .place 
for  salvage  collection  per  1,000  population  in  this  region,  over 
135  tons  salvaged  material  being  disposed  of  and  yielding  £466. 
addition  over  1300  books  were  sent  as  reading  matter  to  H.M,  Forces. 
One  man  is  noY/  continually  engaged  ad  the  refuse  tip  with  beneficial 
results*  The  tip  is  kept  practically  free  of  rats  and  no  fly 
nuisance  occurs.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  Council  are  endeavouring 
to  acq,uire  a  Karri  er. ''Bantam  Petrol  driven  refuse  collecting  vehicle. 
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(iii)  3.iTIT..RY  IK3PECTI0M  OF  THE  AREA 


The  particulars  given  under  this  heading  are  for 
all  purposes  including  particulars  given  elsewhere  in 
this  Report. 

4 

Total  number  of  complaints  received  ...  i4 

Total  number  of  defects  or  nuisances 

discovered  arising  out  of  complaints  ...  ...  10 

Most  of  these  complaints  were  about  rats. 

Hature  of  inspections:'- 


Inspections  and 

re~inspections 


D’welling  houses  (all 

purposes)  ... 

•  t  • 

150 

Tents,  Vans,  etc.  ... 

•  • « 

«•••.. 

♦  •  • 

•n* 

Slaughter  houses  ... 

•  •  • 

«  4  4  4  4 

^  9  • 

2 

Pood  premises., .  ... 

*  • « 

•  4  .  .  . 

»  •  • 

30 

Dairies  and  cowsheds. 

•  •  • 

a  4  .  4  4 

»  •  • 

8 

Offensive  Trades 

•  * . 

*  4  •  4  . 

•  »  4 

•44. 

Animal  keeping..  ... 

... 

•  4  4  •  « 

4*4 

Workshops,  etc,,  ... 

•  • « 

4  4  4  4  4 

•  •  • 

12 

Shops  ...  ...  .  *•. 

4  4.  .4 

•  •  • 

20 

Other  premises  .  ... 

4  4  4  4  4 

4  •  • 

36 

Lodging  houses  .  ... 

*  4  . 

•  4  4  4  4 

4 

264 


X  Officially  no  slaughtering  is  done  in  Oakham.  Occasional 
pigs  are  killed  however. 


NOTICES 


Preliminary 

Outstanding  on  1st.  Januar^r,  1944 
Issued  during  the  year" 

Complied  with  during  year 
Outstanding  31st.  December,  19A4 
Statutory  action  necessary 

Statutory 

Outstanding  1st.  January,  1944 
Issued  during  year 
Complied  with  during  year 
Outstanding  31st,  December,  1944 


Housing  Other 


1 

3 

4 


1 

29 

29 

1 


9 

1  1 

1  1 

9 


All  the  above  9  Housing  Moticejs  were  Demolition  Orders,  6  of 
which  are  operative  and  3  are  subject  to  undertakings  accepted  by 
County  Court.  Three  houses  are  partly  demolished.  Only  2  of  the 
6  are  occupied. 

(iv)ER.ADICATIOH  OF  BED  BUGS 


Number  of  Council  houses  infested...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  other  dwelling  houses  found 

to  be  infested  ...  ...  ...  ..♦♦«.  ...  2 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  ..  ......  •••  2 


The  method  of  disinfestation  y/as  by  spraying  and  fumigating 
and  destruction  of  infested  bedding,  etc. 
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(v)  SCHOOLS 

Th6  CGirtral  School  is  a  modern  well  lighted  huilding" 
so  also  are  the  Junior  House  and  '.Tharf lands.  The  others' 
are  mainly  old^-fashioned j  but  the  sanitary  conditions  are 
satisfactory  and  the  v/ater  supply  is  normalljr  good*  The 
restricted  supply  from  the  mains  made  it  difficult  to  keep 
School  sanitary  conveniences  flushed  as  they  should  be. 

(vi)  S7I]  ICTNG-  E;lTH3  POOLS  OPEN  TO  THS  PUBLIC 

Owned  by  School  Trustees  and  loaned  to  the 

Council . .  . . 

Number  of  inspections  . *  ,**  ! . 


INSPECTIONS  AND  SUPHR^/ISION  OF  LOOP 

(a)  MILK  SUPPLY 


Gowkeepers  Dairymen  or 

Purveyors  of 

ifilirc  other 
th an  C  0 wk e  ep  e r s ) 

Number  on  the  Register...  7  3 

Number  of  inspections  of 

premises . .  7  ,  2 

Number  of  contraventions  outstanding 
from  previous  year  ...... 

Number  of  contraventions  found 
during  the  year  ...... 

Number  of  contraventions  •  ’  ’  . 

remedied  ............ 

(Of  the  8  Dairymen  4  have  no  premises  in  Oakham) 

(b)  M5i-.T  SHOPS.  MEAT  STORES.  ETC. 

Number  of  inspections  ...  ...  3 

(g)  PL-CBS  'HISRS  pood  (other  THalT  MEIiT)  IS  KEPT  OR 
PREPxURED  FOR  SALE  ^  ^  - - - - - - - - 

Number  of  inspections  . .  ...  ...  ...  21 

li  gross  eggs,  14;  lbs  bacon,  1  tin  fruit,  14  lbs  pilchards. 

1  cTit  rolled  oats,  7  tins  milk,  420  lbs  split  peas,  2  lbs  . 

butter  and  51  lbs  canned  meat,  were  voluntarily  surrendered 
as  unfit. 


HOUSING 

•  INSPECTION  OF  DUELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(t)  (a)  Total  number  of  dv/elling  houses  inspected  ' 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health,  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  3q 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  100 

(2)  (a)  N-umber  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  1  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  . .  mi 


. . 


(3)  IMumber  of  dwelling  houses  foutnd  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  •••  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dv^elling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasoniably  fit  for  human 
habitation  •*.  •••  4 

2.  RMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  p.NRING  THE  YETJR  NITHOUT  SERVICE 
OF  FORI^'iAL  NOTIClf>~ 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  inform£il  action  by  the  Local  AuthxDrity 
or  their  Officers  •••  •••  •••  Nil 

3 .  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  P07SRS  DURING-  THE  TE.1R 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  i1  and  'i  3  of  the 

Housing  *-lct,  1936:- 

Nuabsr  of  dtjelling  houses  demolished 
in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders, .  Nil 


Number  of  d-velling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
Notice  under  Section  9  Housing  ^-.ct,  1936:- 

By  Orm  ers,..  •••  •••  1 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  v/ere 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  Notice  served 
under  Public  Health  .-,ct,  1936  .  t*.  1 

4*  housing  act,  1936  -  PiiRT  IV  -  OVERGROITDING 

(a)  (l)  Nunber  of  dwelling  houses  known  to  be  overcrowded 

at  the  end  of  1944  •••  . .  •••  3 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein,,  ’,  •  #  •••  4 


(iii)  Number  of  persons  dr/elling  therein,.,  22 

Two  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  abated  in  1944 
and  one  case  eased. 

There  are  ^^t  'p^^esent  73  applicants  for  Council  Houses 
living  in  Oakham.  Many  of  these  persons  are  sharing  houses 
with  parents. 


5*  GEI-TERAL 

1  house  is  being  thoroughly  re-conditioned  and  this  should 
come  into  occupation  in  1943  after  being  empty  and  in  a' 
ruinous  condition  for  some  years. 
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PREV.^ENCE  OF  ..J^E)  GOHTROL  OVSR  IHF3GTIOUS 

other  diseases'  ^ 


Disease 

Total  cases 

notified 

Cases  admitted 

1:o  HoVpital 

Total 

Deaths 

Dysentery 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

12 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

6 

- 

Erysipelas 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

2 

2 

Measles 

i 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

- 

— 

1^0 oping  Cough 

6 

The  total  niimber  of  notifications  of  i  nfectious  diseases  including 


measles  and  whooping  cough  was  the  lowest  since  1937* 

AGE  GROUPS 


Disease 

Under 

5 

10 

15 

20 

35 

1 

45i65 

one 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

- 

- 

- 

& 

10 

15. 

20 

35  lh-5  !64 

Over 

u 

Dysentery 

mm 

— 

mm 

mm 

mm 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

~ 

2 

- 

5 

3 

3 

1 

1 

mm 

mm 

— 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

- 

mm 

1 

mm 

— 

WM 

1 

Pneumonia 

- 

- 

mm 

— 

•Ml 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

*•# 

- 

•Ml 

— 

mm 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

Measles 

— . 

— 

mm 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

mm 

— 

— 

"Jhooping  Cough ^ 

1 

- 

2 

1 

mm 

1 

1 

1 

mm 

TUBERCULOSIS 
Hew  Cases  and  Mortality 

during  1  944- 


AGE 

GROUP 

5 

— 

15 

15 

- 

25 

25 

- 

35 

35 

••• 

45 

45 

- 

55 

55 

mm 

65 

New  Cases 

Pulmonary  Non-pulmonary 


SCABIES 


Deaths 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary  ,  , 

M 

F 

M 

F 

mm 

mm 

mm 

4mm 

mm 

J 


Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Joint  Committee  of  the 
Melton  &  Belvoir  Rural  District  Council  and  the  Melton  Mowbray 
Urban  District  Council  for  the  treatment  of  cases  of  scabies  in  the 
area,  at  the  Scabies  Centre,  Melton  Mov/bray,  None  were  treated  there. 

There  VTere  six  cases  of  children  treated  at  Manton  Evacuation 
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